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one of these poems rhymes in r and the other in m.    Al-Motadid is thus described
in a piece of verse composed by his son al-Motarnid:

A generous prince, bestowing thousands before the request is made, and who offers excuses,
thinking his gifts too small His hand is kissed by every mighty man, and were it not for its
moisture (its liberality], we should say it is the sacred stone (of Mekka's temple}.

He continued in the glory of power and the enjoyment of pleasure, till he was
attacked by a quinsy which soon carried him off. On perceiving his death draw
near, he ordered a singer to be brought in, witht he intention of drawing an omen
from the first words of the piece which might be sung, and the singer commenced
with this verse:

We kill time, knowing that it will kill us; mix then the (wine), young girl I with the water of
the cloud and give us to drink.

From these words he drew a bad omen, and effectively, he only survived five days,
His death look place at Seville, on Monday, the 1st of the latter Jumada, A. H. 461
(28th March, A, D. 1069), and he was interred there the next day. His son a!4tota-
raid ala 'Hah Abu '1-Kasim Muhammad succeeded to the throne. Speaking of al-Mo-
tamid, Abu '1-Hasan Ali Ibn al-Kattaa (vol. 1L p. 265) says, in his Lumah al-Mulah:
" The most liberal, the most hospitable, the most munificent, and the most power-
*' ful of all the princes who ruled in Spain. His court was therefore the halting
*e place of travellers (11), the rendezvous of poets, the point towards which all hopes
** were turned, and the haunt of men of talent; so much so, that* at ttie door of no
" other contemporary prince were to be found so many eminent poets and literary
", men, as were assembled in his presence (12).", IbnBassam says, in the Dakhira:
** Al-Motamid Ibn Abbad left some pieces of verse (beautiful] as the bud when it opens
** to disclose the flower; and, had the like been composed by persons, who made of
profession an^                      they wpuld still have, been cptisidercsfl as

1^

, adrnira|)lfe, aixd, Singularly original*1'^ Onp of tthese pieces is the
following:

$-'ite^ though; sometimes; events Muted tttee f|p ,frfeat jne kindly.
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